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The effects of various phenolic compunds with cupric ion on DNA cleavage under aerobic condi tions was examined using fluorometric analysis. Information on the relationship between their structure and DNA cleavage was obtained. The activity of compounds containing an OH group at the 3-position of the C-ring such as epigallocate chin and gallocatechin, was much stronger than that of the corresponding ester. It was also found that the 2-hydroxy or 2-amino ethyl moiety at the para-position of pyrogallol or catechol is essential for potent activity. 
